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nendments to the Claims! 

is listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the ^plication: 
sting of Claims: 

(Currently amended) A method of confiiming proper receipt of e-mail, said method 
mprising the steps of: 

obtaining an e-mail file which is intended by a sending party for transmission to a target 
mail address associated with a target party; 

electronically transmitting the e-mail file from a fii«t computer associated wit^ the 
nriin p partv and connected to a communications network; 

delivering the e-mail file to a recipient e-mail address which i^ associated with a recjEieEi 
c«md computer connected to the communications network; 

detecting an access event generally associated with e-mail retrieval from the recipient e- 

ail address; 

upon a detection of the access event executing the steps of; 

discovering recipient data associated with the recipient e-mail address, 
generating a confirmation of iweipt notice containing the discovered recipient data, and 

electronically transmitting the confwnation of receipt notice to a return e-mail 
address associated with the sending party for allowing a comparison of the discovered 
recipient data contained in the confirmation of receipt notice with intended deUveiy 
information associated with the target party in order to determine whether the e-mail file 
was delivered to the intended recipient 

(Currently amended) The method as in claim 1, 

wherein the discovering step includes retrieving from a llii* Accond computer 
^elated with the recipient party a pre-recorded i - ccipient data file containing pre-recorded 
3Cipient data. 
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3. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 , 

further comprising the step of: obtaining recipient ALLcMing party identity 
information from the recipient aaecMins party as a requisite condition for permitting 
access to the recipient e-mail address, and 

wherein the discovering step includes retrieving the recipient twcessing party 
identity information, and wherein the generating step includes such recipient accessing 
party identity information within the recipient data contained in the confirmation of 
receipt notice. 



(Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 , 

further comprising the steps of: obtaining recipient acctsssing party identity 
information from the recipient ae e e wing party as a requisite condition for operatmg a 
computer, said computer being operable by the recipient accessing party to gain access to 
the recipient e-mail address, and 

wherein the discovering step includes retrieving the recipient acccssmg party 

identity information. 

5 (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 , 

wherein the discovering step includes electronically tapping a remote connection 
between the recipient second computer and a remote user computer operable by the 
recipient ALCuAsing party to gain remote access to the recipient e-mail address. 



(Original) The method as in claim 1, 
further comprising the step of: 

transmitting and delivering to the recipient e-mail address an executable 
attachment file in conjunction with die e-mail file, the executable attachment file having a 
first module for discovering the recipient data, a second module for generating the 
confirmation of receipt notice, and a third module for electronically transmitting 
the confirmation of receipt notice, 
PA(£6l30'RCVDAT6l29l20056:45:26l>M[EastimDayOght^^^^ 
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and upon the detectiOTi of the designated access event, automatically executing the 
first, second, and third modules of the executable attachment file. 

(Previously amended) The method as in claim 6, 

wherein the executable attachment file has a fourth module transmitted and delivered 
:herewith, the fourth module for detecting the designated access event, and 
further comprising the step of: 
automatically executing the fourth module upon deUveiy of the attachment file to the 

recipient e-mail address. 

8. (Original) The method as in claim 1, 

further comprising the step of determming, upon deUvery of the e-mail file to the 
recipient e-mail address, whether the deUvered e-mail file is of at least one designated 
file-type requiring a confirmation of receipt notice, and 

wherein the detecting step occurs upon a determination tiaat the dehvered e-mail 
file is of the at least one designated file-type. 

Canceled. 

10. Canceled. 

11. Canceled. 

12. Canceled. 

13. Canceled. 

14. Canceled. 

15. Canceled. 
16- Canceled. 
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1 7. (Currently amended) A system for confirming proper receipt of e-mail transmitted over 
3. communications network, said system comprising: 

an e-mail file which is intended by a sending party for electronic transmission to 

' RCVD AT 6129/2005 6:45:26 PM [Eastern Daylight rone]' SVR:USPT(^ 
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a target e-mail address associated with a target party; 

a -first computer associated wit h the sending party connected to the 
communications network and from which the sending party may electronically transmit 
the e-mail file; 

a recipient computer connected to the communications network, the recipient 
computer having a data storage location for storably receiving the e-mail file; 

first executable software means for detecting a designated access event generally 
associated with e-mail retrieval from the recipient e-mail address; 

second executable software means for discovering recipient data associated with 

the recipient e-mail address; 

third executable software means for generating a confirmation of receipt notice 

containing the discovered recipient data; and 

fourth executable software means for electronically transmitting the confirmation 
of receipt notice Hum th^: second eomput er t o a return e-mail address associated with the 
sending party, 

wherein the second, third, and fourth executable software means are 
configured for automatic execution upon detection of the designated access event by the 
first executable software means, 

whereby data contained in the oonfinnation of receipt notice may be compared to 
the delivery information associated with the target party to determine whether the e-mail 
file was delivered to the intended recipient. 

(Currently amended) The system as in claim 17, 

fiirther comprising a pre-recorded re eipi e nt data file resident in a computer 
associated with the recipient cumputar ^^^ijad containing the recipient data, and 

wherein the second executable software means for discovering operates to retrieve 
the pre-recorded recipient data file ftom the recipient computer. 
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(Currently amended) The system as in claim 17, 

further comprising a remote user computer which is remotely connected to the 
recipient computer and from which the recipient Atccasing party may gain remote access 
to the recipient e-mail address. 

(Currently amended) The system as in claim 17, 

further comprising recipient jt.>.tf.^.sing party identifier means iLsidi,ut on the 
iLcIpluil compute r for obtaining recipient ae ccAilng party identification information from 
the recipient accesiing party as a requisite condition for permitting access to the recipient 

e-mail address: and 

wherein the second executable software means for discovering recipient data 
operates to retrieve the recipient acoii-aaing party identification information. _ 

(Currently amended) The system as in claim 17, 

ftirther comprising recipient ju^cubAiug party identifier means for obtaining 
recipient accessing party identification information fiom the recbient accessing party as 
a requisite condition for operating a computer, and 

wherein the second executable software means for discovering recipient data 
operates to retrieve the accessing party identification infonnation. 

(Previoualy amended) The system as in claim 19, 

wherein the second executable software means for discovering recipient data 
operates to electronically tap the remote connection between the recipient computer and 
the remote user computer for obtaining remote access information associated with the 
remote cormectiotu 

(Previously amended) The system as in claim 17, 



wherein the second, third, and fourth executable software means are third, fourth, 
!mDayRgt)tTime]'SVIlUSPTO^}(RF-1/2*DNIS:8729306'CSID:6l)249^^^^ 
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ad fifth modules, respectively, of an executable attachment file transmitted and delivered in 
onjunction with the e-mail file. 

4. (Original) The system as in claim 23, 

wherein the first and second executable software means are first and second 
modules, respectively, of the executable attachment file, with said first module 
automatically executing upon delivery of the executable attachment file to the 
recipient e-mail address. 

15. (Previously amended) The system as in clam 17, 

fiirther comprising a fifth executable software means for determining -whether the 
delivered e-mail file is of at least one designated field-type requiring a confiimation of 
receipt notice, and 

wherein the first executable software means is automatically executed upon a 
deteimination that the delivered e-mail file is of the at least one designated file-type 
requiring a confirmation of receipt notice. 

16. (Previously presented) The system as in Qaira 17, wherein said recipient computer is a 
server of a service provider that is capable of receiving e-mail. 

n. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 17, wherein said recipient computer is a 
Liser system that is directiy accessible by said recipient party, said user system including an 
ilectronic mail processing software and being capable of receiving e-mail. 

28. (Currently amended) The system as in Claim 17, wherein the tirarti second executable 
software means for discovering recipient data operates to electronically tap the remote 
connection between the computer associated with the sending party and the recipient computer 
for obtaining remote access information associated with the remote connection. 
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P. (CurrMitly amended) The system as in Claim 19, wherein the third sccoM executable 
jftware means operates to discover remote access infonnation associated with the remote access 
f the recipient e-mail address from the remote user computer. 

0. (Currently amended) The system as in Claim 20, wherein said recipient accessing party 
lentification infonnation is stored in the recipient computer. 

1 . (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 20, 

wherein said identity information pertains to biometric identification, password 
dentification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

12. (Currently amended) The system as in Claim 21, wherein said reciEiSlt«ccc5Stttg party 
dentification information is stored in said computer. 

13. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 21, 

wherein said identity infonnation pertains to biometric identification, password 
dentification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

{4. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 21, 
wherein said computer is the recipient computCT, 

J5. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 21, 
wherein said computer is a remote user computer. 

J6. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 17, wherein said confirmation of receipt 
notice is used to verify proper delivery of legal documents. 

Y7. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 17, wherein said confirmation of receipt 
2005 6:45:26 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSD:6024959475* DURATION M:Om 
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)tice is used to verify proper delivery of confidential documents. 

J. (Currently amended) The system as in Qaim 17, wherein said recipient data comprises, 
least in part, identity infoimation associated with said recipient accessing party. 

?. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 38, wherein said identity information 
jrtains to biometric identification. 

0. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 39 further comprising means for 
scognizing biometric attributes of an individual. 

1. (Currently amended) The system as- in Claim 17, wherein said recipient data comprises, 
t least in part, a computer generated user code associated with said recipient accessing party. 

2. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 1 , 

wherein said recipient computer is a server of a service provider that is capable of 
sceiving e-mail. 

3. (Currently amended) The method as in Claim 1, 

wherein said recipient computer is a user system that is direcUy accessible by said recipient 
ccessing party, said user system including an electronic mail processing software and being 
apable of receiving e-mail. 

4. (Currently amended) The method as in Claim 3, 

wherein said recipient jLCCismg party identity information is stored in the recipient 
:omputer. 

15. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 3, 
1056:45:26 PM [Eastern DaylightrDne]'SVR:USPTO^-1l2'DNIS:8i^^^ 
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wherein said identity infonnatioa pertains to biometric identification, password 
lentification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

6. (Currently amended) The method as in Claim 4, 

wherein said recipient ai^casiing party identity information is stored in said computer. 

7. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 4, 

wherem said identity infonnation pertains to biometric identification, password 
lentification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

8. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 4, 

wherein said computer is the recipient computer. 

9. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 4, 

wherein said computer is a remote user computer. 

0. (Previously pres«ited) The method as m Claim 1 , wherein the discovering step includes 
lectronically tapping the remote connection between the computer associated with the sending 
arty and the recipient computer for obtaining remote access information associated with the 
smote connection. 

1 . (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 1 , wherein said confirmation of receipt 
;0tice is used to verify proper delivery of legal documents. 

2. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 1, wherein said confirmation of receipt 
lOtice is used to verify proper delivery of confidential documents. 
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S . (Cuirentty amended) The method as in Claim 1 , wherein said recipient data comprises, at 
ast in part, identity information associated with said recipient aectiiius party. 

i. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 53 , wherein said identity information 
irtains to biometric identification. 

5 . (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 54 further comprising means for 
jcognizing biometric attributes of an individual.- 

6. (Currently amended) The method as in Claim 1 , wherein said recipient data comprises, at 
jast in part, a computer generated user code associated with said recipient, teccssing party. 

7. (Currently amended) A method of verifying whether an e-mail sent by a sending party 
^as dehvered to the intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) acquiring an e-mail for transmission to a target recipioit; 

b) transmitting said e-mail from a sender computer that is connected to the communications 
etworic; 

c) delivering said e-mail to a recipient e-mail address, said recipient e-mail address associated 
/ith a recipient computer; 

d) upon the occurrence of an access event, searching for recipient data from a target location 
ssociated with said recipient data, said recipient data associated with the recipient party; 

e) generating a confirmation of receipt notice wherein the obtained recipient data is included 
1 said confirmation of receipt notice; 

0 transmitting said confirmation of receipt notice to an e-mail address associated with said 
ending party, whereinafter, the obtained recipient data on contained in said confirmation of 
eceipt notice can be compared to deUvery data information associated witii said intended 
ecipient in order to verify if the e-mail was piopcrly delivered to the intended recmient. 
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5 . (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57 further including the step of including 
said confimation of receipt notice access event data of attendant conditions of said access event 

3. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57, wherein said target location is said 
xipient computer. 

0. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57, wherein said target location is a 
smote user computer which is remotely connected to the recipient computer and from which the 
^cipient party may gain remote access to the recipient e-majl address. 

1 . (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57, wherein said target location 
omprises the remote connection between said recipient computer and a remote user computer, 
aid remote connection being electronically tapped in order obtain said recipient data. 

12. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57, wherein said target location 
omprises the remote connection between said sendci computer and recipient computer, said 
emote connection being electronically tapped in order obtain said recipient data. 

13. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57, wherein said recipient computer is a 
;erver of a service provider that is capable of receiving e-mail. 

54. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57, wherein said recipient computer is a 
iser system that includes an electronic mail processing software and is capable of receiving e-mai 

55. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57, wherein the searching step includes 
letrieving a pre-recorded data file containing pre-recorded recipient data. 

56. (Currently amended) The method as in Claim 57, 
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further comprising the steps of: obtaining recipient paity identity information as a 
requisite condition for permitting access to the recipient email addr.ess aeeotuil ui c-uuil. said 
identity information configured to pre cis dy identify said recipient party, and 

wherein the step of obtaining recipient data from a target location associated with said 
recipient data includes retrieving the recipient party identity information. 



57. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 66, 
wherein said recipient party identity information is stored in the recipient computer. 

58. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 66, 
wherein said identity information pertains to biometric identification, password 

identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

69. (Currently amended) • The method as in Claim 57, further comprising the steps of: 
obtaining recipient party identity information as a requisite condition for operating a 

computer, and 

wherein said idenHty information is configured to precisely identify said recipient party, 
and the step of obtaining recipient data from a target location associated with said recipient data 
includes retrieving the recipient party identity information. 

70. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 69, 
wherein said recipient party identity information is stored in said computer. 

71. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 69, 
wherem said identity information pertains to biometric identification, password 

identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

72. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 69, wherein said computer is the 
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ecipient computer. 



(Previously presented) The method as in Claim 69. therein said computer is a remote 



user computer. 



74. 



:iotice IS 



75. 



lotioe 



(Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57. wherein said confirmation of receipt 

used to verify proper delivery of legal documents. 
(Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57, wherein said confirmation of receipt 
is used to verifyproper delivery of confidential documents. 



76. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57. wherein said recipient data 
»:omprises, at least in part, identity information associated with said recipient p^. 

177. (Previouslypresented) The method as in Claim 76, wherein said identity information 
lertains to biometric identification. 



■ 



78 



(Previously presented) Tho method as in Claim 77 further comprising means for 
recognizing biometric attributes of an individual. 



79. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 57. wherein said recipient data 
.ompiises, at least m part, a computer generated user code associated with 

teO. (Currently amended) A process for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party was 
deUvered to the intended recipient, said process comprising: 

a) acquiring an e-mail for transmission to a target recipient; 

b) transmitting said e-mail from a sender computer that is comiected to the communications 

network; 
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c) delivering said e-mail to a recipient e-mail address, said e-mail address associated with a 
cipient computer; 

d) upon the occuirence of an access event, searching for recipient data that is associated with 
le recipient party; 

e) generating a confiimation of receipt notice wherein the discovered recipient data is . 
icluded in said confixmation of receipt notice; 

f) transmitting said confiimation of receipt notice to an e-mail address associated with said 
;nding party, whereinaftcr, the discovered recipient data contained in said confiimation of 
jceipt notice can be compared to delivery data infonnatisn associated with said intended 
jcipient in order to verify if the e-mail was piope r ly delivered to the intended yecipient. 

1 (Previously presented) The process of Claim 80, wherein the step of searching for 
scipient data is conducted by searching said recipient computer. 

2. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 80, wherein the step of searching for 
scipient data is conducted by searching a remote user computer which is remotely connected to 
iie recipient computer and firom which the recipient party may gain remote access to the recipient 
^mail address. 

13 . (Previously presented) The process of Claim 80, wherein the st^ of searching for 
ecipient data is conducted by electronically tapping the remote connection between said 
ecipient computer and a remote user computer. 

!4. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 80, wherein the step of searching for 
ecipient data is conducted by electronically tapping the remote connection between said sender 
;omputer and said recipient computer. 

S5. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 80, wherein said recipient computer is a 
lOOj 6:45:26 PM [Eastern Daylight fane] ' SVR:USPT0{Fl(RF-1/2' DNIS:8729306'CSID:6024959475' DUUTI^ ifmspm 
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server of a service provider that is capable of receiving e-mail. 



86. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 80, wherein said recipient computer is a 
user system that includes an electronic mail processing software and is capable of receiving e- 

cnail. 

87. (Previously presented) The process ofClaim 80, wherein the searching step includes 
retrieving a pre-recorded data file containing pre-recorded recipient data. 

88. (Currently amended) The process of Claim 80, 
further comprising the steps of: obtaining recipient party identity information as a 

requisite condition for permitting access to the recipient e-maiLaddre§£ alluuhI or c-mail, 
said identity information configured to precisely identify said recipient party, and 

wherein the step of searching for recipient data includes retrieving the recipient 
party identity information. 



89- (Previously presented) The process of Qaim 88, 

wherein said recipient party identity information is stored in the recipient computer. 

90. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 88, 
wherein said identity information pertains to biometric identification, password 

identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

91. (Currently amended) The process of Claim 80, 
further comprising the steps of: 

obtaining recipient party identity information as a requisite condition for operatiiig a 

computer, and 
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Wherein said identity information is configured to pr ecis e l y identify said recipient party, 
d the step of searching for recipient data includes retrieving the recipient party identity 
formation. 

,. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 91, wherein said recipient party identity 
formation is stored in said computer. 

(Previously presented) Theprocessof Claim 91, wherein said identity information pertains 
biometric identification, password identification, a computer generated user code, or a 
►mbinalion thereof. 

\. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 91, wherein said computer is the recipient 
)mputer. 

5. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 91, wherein said computer is a remote user 
jmputer. 

5. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 80, wherein said confirmation of receipt notice 
used to verify proper delivery of legal documents. 

7. (Previously presented) The process ofClaim 80, wherein said confirmation of receipt notice 
; used to verify proper delivery of confidential documents. 

8. (Previously presented) The process ofClaim 80, wherein said recipient data comprises, at 
sast in part, identity infonnation associated with said recipient party. 

9. (Previously presented) The process of Claim 98, wherein said identity infonnation pertains 
> biometric identification. 
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)0. (Previously presented) The process ofClaira 99 further coinprisingmeaos for recogniziiig 
ometric attributes of an individual. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) The process of Claim 80, wherein said recipient data comprises, at 
last in part, a computer generated user code associated with said recipient party. 

02. (Cuirently amended) A system for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party was 
slivered to the intended recipient, said system comprising: 

a) a sender computer connected to the communications network and from which an e-mail is 

:ansmitted; 

b) a recipient computer connected to said communications network, said recipient computer 
eing capable of receiving said transmitted e-mail and fiixtiier havii\g data storage means for 
boring said received e-mail; 

c) software capable of detecting an access event, wherein upon detection of said access 
vent, said software executes the following steps: 

1) searching for recipient data associated with the recipient party; 

2) including the discovered recipient data in a confirmation of receipt notice; 

d) means for transmitting said confirmation of receipt notice to an e-mail address associated 
/ith said sending party, whereinaftcr, the data contained in said confirmation of receipt notice 
an be compared to delivery date information associated with said intended recipient in order to 
erify if the e-mail was pr o pe r ly delivered to the inten ded recipient. 

03. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, wherein said recipient computer is a 
erver of a service provider that is cqjable of receiving e-maiL 

04. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, wherein said recipient computer is a 
iser system that is directly accessible by said recipient party, said user system including an 
tlectronic mail processing software and being capable of receiving e-maiL 
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15. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, further comprising a remote user 
mputer which is remotely connected to the recipient computer. 

)6. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, further comprising a pre-recorded 
cipient data file containing the recipient data, and wherein the executable software means for 
larching operates to retrieve the pre-recorded recipient data file. 

J7. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, wherein the executable software 
leans for searching operates to search for remote access information associated with the remote 
:c6ss of the recipient e-mail address from the remote user computer. 

08. (Currentiy amended) The system as in Claim 102, further comprising recipient party 
lentifier means resident on the recipient computer for obtaining recipient party identification 
ifoimation as a requisite condition for permitting access to the recipient e-madi aceount or 
niaii, said identity information configured to piLciady identify said recipient party, and 

wherein the executable software means for searching for recipient data operates to retrieve 
le recipient party identification information. 

09. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 108, wherein said recipient party 
iCTitification information is stored in the recipient computer. 

1 0. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 108, wherein said identity information 
ertains to biometric identification, password identification, a computer generated user code, or a 
ombination thereof. 

11. (Currently amended) The system as in Claim 102, 

further comprising recipient party identifier means for obtaining recipient party identification 
nformation as a requisite condition for operating a computer, said identity infonnation 
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nfigurcd to pxccia^^ly identify said recipient party, and 

wherein the executable software means for searching for recipient data operates to retrieve 
B recipient party identification information. 

.2. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 1 1 1 wherein said recipient party 
entification information is stored in said con^uter. 

13. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 111 wherein said identity information 
jrtains to biometric identification, password identification, a computer generated us^ code, or a 
)mbination thereof, 

14. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 1 1 1, wherein said computer is the recipient 
jmputer. 

15. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 111, wherein said computer is a remote user 
amputer. 

16. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, wherein the executable software 
leans for searching for recipient data operates to electronically tap the remote connection 
etween the recipient computer and the remote user computer for obtaining recipient data 
ssociated with the remote connection. 

17. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, wherein the executable software 
leans for searching for recipient data operates to electronically tap the remote connection 
etween the sender computer and recipient computer for obtaining recipient data associated with 
he remote cormection. 
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8. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, wherein said confiimation of receipt 
)tice is used to verify proper delivery of legal documents. 

.9. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, wherein said confirmation of receipt 
)tice is used to verify proper delivery of confidential documents. 

10. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, wherein said recipient data comprises, 
least in part, identity information associated with said recipient party, 

21. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 120, wherein said identity information 
srtains to biometric identification. 

22. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 121 further comprising means for 
x:ognizing biometric attributes of an individual. 

23. (Previously presented) The system as in Claim 102, wherein said recipient data conqjrises, 
t least in part, a computer generated user code associated with said recipient party. 

24. Currently amended) A method ofverifying whether a legal document sent by a sending - 
aity was delivered to the intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) acquiring an e-mail comprising of at least one legal document for transmission to a target 
K;ipient; 

b) transmitting said e-mail from a sender computer that is connected to the communications 
etwork; 

c) dehvering said e-mail to a recipient e-mail address, said e-mail address associated with a 
Bcipient computer, 

d) upon the occurrence of an access evrait, searching for recipient data that is associated with 
tie recipient party; 
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e) generating a confirmation of receipt notice wherein the discovered recipient d^ta is 
icluded in said confirmation of receipt notice; 

f) transmitting said confirmation of receipt notice to an e-mail address associated with said 
snding party, whereinaftcr, the recipient data contained in said confirmation of receipt notice 
an be compared to delivery date information associated with said intended recipient in order to 
erify if the e-mail was propcvly delivered to ths intended recipient 

25. (Previously presented) The method a5 in Claim 124, wherein said at least one legal 
Locument is a complaint. 

26. (Previously presented) ThemethodasinClaim 124, wherein said at least one legal 
locument is a summons. 

27. (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 124, wherein said at least one legal 
locument is a jury duty notice, 

[28, (Previously presented) The method as in Claim 124, wherein said at least one legal 
locument is a subpoena. 

129. (New) The method as in Claim 3 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 

130. (New) The method as in Claim 4 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 

131. (New) The method as in Claim 5 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 

132. (New) The method as in Claim 43 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party, 

133. (New) The method as in Claim 53 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 
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34. (New) The method as in Oaim 56 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 

35. (New) The system as in Claim 1 8 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 

36. (New) The system as in Claim 19. wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 

37. (New) The system as in Claim 20 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 

38. (New) The system as in Claim 21 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 

39. (New) The system as in Claim 27 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 
,40. (New) The system as in Claim 38 wherein said recipient party- is the accessing party. 
.41 . (New) The system as in Claim 41 wherein said recipient party is the accessing party. 

L42. (New) A method for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party was deUvered to the 
ntended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) acquiring an e-mail for transmission to a target recipient; 

b) transmitting said e-mail from a sender computer that is connected to the communications 
letwork; 

c) delivering said e-mail to a recipient e-mail address, said e-mail address associated with a 
recipient computer; 

d) upon the occurrence of an access event, discovering recipient data that is associated with 
the recipient party; 

e) generating a confirmation of receipt notice wherein the discovered recipient data is 
included in said confirmation of receipt notice; 
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0 sending said confitirmtion of receipt notice to said sending party, wherein, the discovered 
recipient data contained in said confimiation of receipt notice can be compared to deUvery 
information associated with said intended recipient in order to verify if the e-mail was delivered 
to the intended recipient. 



143. (New) The method as in claim 1, 

further comprising the step of: obtaining recipient party identity information from 
the recipient party as a requisite condition for permitting access to the e-mail file, and 

wherein the discovering step includes retrievmg the recipient party identity 
information, and wherein the generadng step includes such recipient party identity 
infomiation within the data contained in the confiimation of receipt notice. 



144. (New) The method as in Claim 143, 
wherein said recipient party identity information is stored in the recipient computer. 

145. (New) The method as in Claim 143, 
wherein said identity information pertains to hiometric identification, password 

identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof 

146. (New) The system as in claim 17, 
further comprising recipient party identifier means for obtaining recipient party 

identification information from the recipient party as a requisite condition for permittins 
access to the e-mail file; and 

wherein the second executable software means for discovering recipient data 
operates to retrieve the recipient party identification information. 



27 
28 



147. (New) The system as in Claim 146, 

wherein said recipient party identification infomiation is stored in the recipient computer. 
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JS. (New) The system as in Claim 146, 

wherein said identity information pertains to biometric identification, password 
ientification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

49. (New) The method as in Claim 57, 

further comprising the steps of: obtaining recipient party identity information as a 
iquisite condition for permitting access to the email file, said identity infonnation configured to 
lentify said recipient party, and 

wherein the step of obtaining recipient data from a target location associated with said 
scipient data includes retrieving the recipient party identity infoimatiDn. 

50. (New) The method as in Claim 149, 

wherein said identity information pertains to biometric identification, password 
dentificatioD, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

51. (New) The process of Claim 80, 

fiirther comprising the steps of: obtaining recipient party identity information as a 
equisite condition for permitting access to the e-mail, said identity information configured to 
dentify said recipient party, and 

wherein the step of searching for recipient data includes retrieving the recipient party 

dentity information. 

152. (New) The process as in Claim 151, 

wherein said identity information pertains to biometric identification, password 
dentification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

153. (New) The system as in Claim 102, wherein an intended recipient email address is 
issociated with the intended recipient, the system further comprising: 
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recipient party identifier means resident on the recipient computer for obtaining recipient 
arty identification information as a requisite condition for pemiitting access to the intended 
jcipient e-mail address, said identity information configured to identify said recipient party, and 

wherein the executable software means for searching for recipient data operates to retrieve 
le recipient party identification information. 

54. (New) The process as in Claim 153, 

wherein said identity information pertains to biometric identification, password 
dentification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 
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